SOLDIER

from off the earth f but during his whole life, when
there was fighting to be done, he was among those
who volunteered for the service.

The personal courage of the man was very great
Jefferson, indeed, said "he was incapable of fear,
meeting personal dangers with the calmest uncon-
cern/1   Before he had ever been in action, he noted
of a certain position that it was " a charming field
for an encounter/' and his first engagement he de-
scribed as follows: "I fortunately escaped without
any wound, for the right wing, where I stood, was
exposed to and received all the enemy's fire, and it
was the part where the man was killed, and the rest
wounded,    I heard the bullets whistle, and, believe
me, there is something charming in the sound/1   In
his second battle, though he knew that he was " to
be attacked and by unequal numbers/' he promised
beforehand to "withstand" them "if there are five
to one," adding, "I doubt not, but if you hear I am
beaten, but you will, at the same [time,] hear that
we have done our duty, in fighting as long [as] there
was a possibility of hope," and in this he was as
good as his word.    When sickness detained him in
the Braddock march, he halted only on condition
that he should receive timely notice of when the
fighting was to begin, and in that engagement he
exposed himself so that "I had four bullets through
my coat, and two horses shot under me, yet escaped
unhurt, altho' death was levelling my companions on
every side of me F    Not content with such an ex-
perience, in the second march on Fort Duquesne he
" prayed" the interest of a friend to have his regi-conscious of my in-a friendship,
